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September 27, 2019 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  None 

 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports 

that the first NEP project is due to start by the end 

of the week on Henry Street.  If you drive past, 

you’ll see the NEP sign in the yard.  Incidentally, 

the next project taking place will be the porch 

right next door at 301 2nd Street. 

 

 

 

Code Enforcement Official Steve Allen reports on the week’s Overall enforcement 

This week’s code enforcement activities included:  
 

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 83 inspections 

Weeds/Grass (city’s contractor mowed) = 10 

Weeds/Grass (new citations served) = 5 

Weed/Grass mowed by owner = 21 

Blight (new citations served) = 

Blight violations closed = 14 

Blight violations re-inspected still open = 6 

New Abandon auto = 1 

Abandon auto re-inspect (still open) = 10 

Abandon auto closed = 5 

EPM re-inspection still open = 2 

EPM re-inspections closed = 3 

Obstruction violations closed = 3 

Animal violation =1 

Zoning permit closed = 1 

Zoning permit re-inspection still open = 1 

            



 

Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski reports, contractors assisted 

with the completion of many projects this week.  BW Cook was in to assess thermostats in 

order to provide a quote for smart equivalents, starting with City Hall.  They also relocated the 

heat exchanger for the server air unit from the generator room to the open basement, allowing 

for improved air-flow and more efficient operation.  Caldwell tree service removed a dying tree 

from our right-of way on Helena.  Charles 

Concrete replaced the curb, partial approach, 

and sidewalk from the water/sewer project on 

Center Street.  Grover Plumbing completed a 

disconnect/abandoning of a connection on 

Courtland, and tie-in to the connection to the 

new lateral at 201 Center.  Ferguson 

completed the change-out of pumps and 

equipment of C2, checked the VFD at A1, and 

took the 2nd pump from C4 for evaluation.  

Wightman was in to perform our 2019 annual 

bridge inspections.   Professional Pump 

returned to install the rebuilt blower motor, 

with all back in sequence operation. 

 

Still working with a smaller staff due to vacations and personal time, our crews repaired a bad 

float connection at the lift-station on Walnut St., completed cleaning of all the lake lift-stations, 

assisted Ameriwood with repacking their suppression line valves, investigated a water-damage 

insurance claim on Front St. at which a broken freeze-plate was discovered, issued a letter for a 

concrete mess and damaged sidewalk at a project on W. Railroad, installed and upgraded 

security lighting at the Fire 

Department, continued with brush 

pick-up, cleaned the scum and bypass 

pits at the WWTP, emptied, cleaned, 

and repaired turnbuckles on the 

secondary clarifiers (also at the 

WWTP), and completed the 

outfitting/transition from retiring our 

old Unit #7 service truck to our new 

and improved Unit #17 service truck, 

including a hydraulic lift and 4x4 

capability.  

  

In addition, we coordinated with the school contractors to install the tap into our storm sewer 

on N. Paul, completed and submitted our quarterly MDOT report, worked through the busiest 

round of disconnects of the summer, and are working on year-end inventories. 

  



Finally, there was a lot of activity progress made with the Cass Avenue/Schuur Park project 

this week.  City crews assisted with providing crushed concrete, to save costs and keep the 

project moving.  Despite the lackluster start, progress this week has nearly put us back on track 

to finish on schedule.  

Museum Manager Steve Arseneau reports the Fall Lecture Series continues Wednesday, 

October 2, at 6:30 p.m. with Don and Lance Lyons presenting “A Historic and Live Look at 

Lyons Industries.”  Free for museum members and those under 18, $5 for non-members. 

 

Director of Public Safety, Steven L Grinnewald reports, 

Police Department:  The Dowagiac Police Department is holding another “Coffee With A 

Cop” event this coming Wednesday, October 2, 2019, from 10:00 A.M. to Noon.  The Baker’s 

Rhapsody is generously hosting this event and we welcome all to come in and meet some of 

your local Police Officers.  “Coffee With A Cop” is a national event designed to help connect 

Police Officers and their communities.  No speeches, no agendas, just a chance to talk with 

local Officers, discuss concerns, and get to know each other.  We look forward to seeing you 

there! 

Fire Department:  The members of the Dowagiac Fire Department would like to thank the 

Dowagiac Municipal Airport, the Experimental Aircraft Association, and most importantly the 

Community of Dowagiac for making last Saturday’s Pancake Breakfast during the Fly-In such 

a huge success.  This was our first year serving the pancake breakfast and we learned a lot!  

We had a great time serving everyone and we look forward to next year!!    

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


